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important industry. Consumers should re-
ceive the benefits of lower prices, better
quality, and greater choices in their tele-
phone and cable services, and they should
continue to benefit from a diversity of voices
and viewpoints in radio, television, and the
print media.

Unfortunately, H.R. 1555, as reported by
the Commerce Committee and amended by
the managers’ amendment, does not reach
any of these goals. Instead of promoting in-
vestment and competition, it promotes merg-
ers and concentration of power. Instead of
promoting open access and diversity of con-
tent and viewpoints, it would allow fewer
people to control greater numbers of tele-
vision, radio, and newspaper outlets in every
community.

H.R. 1555 with the managers’ amendment
would:

—allow a single owner to acquire tele-
vision stations that can reach 50 percent of
the Nation;

—allow the acquisition of an unlimited
number of radio stations in every community
and across the Nation;

—repeal the newspaper/broadcast and
broadcast/cable cross-ownership bans that
currently exist;

—permit the Bell Operating Companies to
offer long distance service before there is real
competition in local service, with less-than-
minimum structural safeguards and without
requiring a determination by the Depart-
ment of Justice that entry will not impede
competition;

—allow an excessive number of in-region
buyouts between telephone companies and
cable operators, substituting consolidation
for competition and leaving consumers in
rural areas and small towns with no rate pro-
tection in most cases and no foreseeable ex-
pectation of competition;

—deregulate cable programming services
and equipment rates before cable operators
face real competition and without providing
any consumer protection provision after de-
regulation;

—preempt the States from implementing
certain rate regulation schemes and opening
their local phone markets to certain types of
competition as they choose; and

—not include the V-chip proposal the Sen-
ate adopted.

The cumulative effect of these provisions
would be to harm competition and to weaken
the benefits to the public. If H.R. 1555 with
the managers’ amendment is sent to me with-
out deletion or revision of a significant num-
ber of these provisions I will be compelled
to veto it in the best interests of the public
and our national economic well-being.

Memorandum on Timber Salvage
Legislation
August 1, 1995

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior; the Secretary of Agriculture; the
Secretary of Commerce; the Administrator,
Environmental Protection Agency
Subject: Implementing Timber-Related
Provisions to Public Law 104–19

On July 27th, I signed the rescission bill
(Public Law 104–19), which provides much-
needed supplemental funds for disaster relief
and other programs. It also makes necessary
cuts in spending, important to the overall bal-
anced budget plan, while protecting key in-
vestments in education and training, the en-
vironment, and other priorities.

While I am pleased that we were able to
work with the Congress to produce this piece
of legislation, I do not support every provi-
sion, most particularly the provision concern-
ing timber salvage. In fact, I am concerned
that the timber salvage provisions may even
lead to litigation that could slow down our
forest management program. Nonetheless,
changes made prior to enactment of Public
Law 104–19 preserve our ability to imple-
ment the current forest plans’ standards and
guidelines, and provides sufficient discretion
for the Administration to protect other re-
sources such as clean water and fisheries.

With these changes, I intend to carry out
the objectives of the relevant timber-related
activities authorized by Public Law 104–19.
I am also firmly committed to doing so in
ways that, to the maximum extent allowed,
follow our current environmental laws and
programs. Public Law 104–19 gives us the
discretion to apply current environmental
standards to the timber salvage program, and
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we will do so. With this in mind, I am direct-
ing each of you, and the heads of other ap-
propriate agencies, to move forward expedi-
tiously to implement these timber-related
provisions in an environmentally sound man-
ner, in accordance with my Pacific Northwest
Forest Plan, other existing forest and land
management policies and plans, and existing
environmental laws, except those procedural
actions expressly prohibited by Public Law
104–19.

I am optimistic that our actions will be ef-
fective, in large part, due to the progress the
agencies have already made to accelerate
dramatically the process for complying with
our existing legal responsibilities to protect
the environment. To ensure this effective co-
ordination, I am directing that you enter into
a Memorandum of Agreement by August 7,
1995, to make explicit the new streamlining
procedures, coordination, and consultation
actions that I have previously directed you
to develop and that you have implemented
under existing environmental laws. I expect
that you will continue to adhere to these pro-
cedures and actions as we fulfill the objec-
tives of Public Law 104–19.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress on Iraq
August 1, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my last report of February
8, 1995, concerning the national emergency
with respect to Iraq that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12722 of August 2, 1990.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

Executive Order No. 12722 ordered the
immediate blocking of all property and inter-
ests in property of the Government of Iraq
(including the Central Bank of Iraq) then or
thereafter located in the United States or
within the possession or control of a U.S. per-
son. That order also prohibited the importa-
tion into the United States of goods and serv-
ices of Iraqi origin as well as the exportation

of goods, services, and technology from the
United States to Iraq. The order prohibited
travel-related transactions to or from Iraq
and the performance of any contract in sup-
port of any industrial, commercial, or govern-
mental project in Iraq. United States persons
were also prohibited from granting or ex-
tending credit or loans to the Government
of Iraq.

The foregoing prohibitions (as well as the
blocking of Government of Iraq property)
were continued and augmented on August
9, 1990, by Executive Order No. 12724,
which was issued in order to align the sanc-
tions imposed by the United States with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
661 of August 6, 1990.

Executive Order No. 12817 was issued on
October 21, 1992, to implement in the Unit-
ed States measures adopted in United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 778 of Oc-
tober 2, 1992. Resolution 778 requires U.N.
Member States to transfer to a U.N. escrow
account any funds (up to $200 million apiece)
representing Iraqi-oil sale proceeds paid by
purchasers after the imposition of U.N. sanc-
tions on Iraq, to finance Iraq’s obligations for
U.N. activities with respect to Iraq, such as
expenses to verify Iraqi weapons destruction,
and to provide humanitarian assistance in
Iraq on a nonpartisan basis. A portion of the
escrowed funds also funds the activities of
the U.N. Compensation Commission in Ge-
neva, which handles claims from victims of
the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
Member States also may make voluntary con-
tributions to the account. The funds placed
in the escrow account are to be returned,
with interest, to the Member States that
transferred them to the United Nations, as
funds are received from future sales of Iraqi
oil authorized by the U.N. Security Council.
No Member State is required to fund more
than half of the total transfers or contribu-
tions to the escrow account.

This report discusses only matters con-
cerning the national emergency with respect
to Iraq that was declared in Executive Order
No. 12722 and matters relating to Executive
Orders No. 12724 and 12817 (the ‘‘Executive
orders’’). The report covers events from Feb-
ruary 2, 1995, through August 1, 1995.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 12:58 Feb 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P31AU4.002 p31au4


